Abstract: Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 
INTRODUCTION
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) revolution have evolved dramatically in transforming societies, cultures and economies. The application of Information Technology (IT) in various fields and Internet technology has been able to influence larger sections of society. ICT includes any communication applications or devices that encompasses of television, radio, cellular phones, computer and network software and hardware, satellite systems etc., as well as the many other services and applications related with them, such as videoconferencing and distance learning. ICT diffusion refers to the persuaded IT development, which increases productivity, competitiveness, economic growth and human welfare from the use of technology by different sectors of economy (Saundarjya, 2005) and there begins the digital divide in the use, access, skills and others. There seems to be an inequality between "haves" and "have-nots". When information technology became popular, debates on the impact of this technology were midpoint on 'information gaps' between the developed and developing countries. This awareness gave birth to another term the 'digital divide' 'in 1990s which encompasses broader meaning than information gap (Fong, 2009) . In this context, the role of ICTs plays a significant role in rural, national development and to achieve the universal access of ICTs. The Digital Divide is a social issue denoting to the contradictory amount of information between those who have access to the Internet and those who do not have access. The term became popular among scholars, policy makers, and advocacy groups, in the late 1990. The ease of access of rural areas to the Internet is a test of the digital divide. But currently there are diverse ways to eradicate the digital divide in rural areas. Use of Power lines and satellite communications proposal has new possibilities of universal access to the Internet, and lack of telephone lines will not limit access. Incapability of potential Internet users constitutes another type of divide and maintenance should be taken to avoid that persons with disabilities be left out of Internet access. Rural development is the process of improving the quality of life and economic well being of people living in relatively isolated and sparsely populated areas. The people of India live mostly in rural areas (villages). Therefore, it is the heart of the villages that the nation lives. The well being of India depends upon the prosperity of the villages. The main focus of this paper is on the bridging the digital divide between rural areas per population. The main focus of this paper is on the bridging the digital divide between rural areas per population. Baliamoune-Lutz and Mina, (2003) , "An analysis of the determinants and effects of ICT diffusion in developing countries" observes the associations among ICT diffusion and per capita income, trade and financial indicators, education, and freedom indicators. Internet hosts, Internet users, personal computers and mobile phones represent indicators of ICT. The outcomes show that income and government trade policies influence ICT diffusion. However, freedom indices may or may not affect ICT diffusion. Moreover, only personal computers and Internet hosts seem to have a positive association with income. Contrary to expectations, ICT diffusion is not associated with education. 1 Poh-Kam Wong, (2002) , "ICT production and diffusion in Asia Digital dividends or digital divide?" examines the observed indication to determine whether Asian countries, although having captured a excessively high share of global production of ICT goods, have as a group been straggler in the adoption of ICT in evaluation to non-Asian countries. Using regression analysis, it is exposed that as a group Asian countries have indeed had generally lower rates of ICT adoption qualified to their levels of potential as predicted on the basis of their current level of development (GDP/capita) and competitiveness (world competitiveness index). In addition, inequalities in ICT diffusion are examined to be significantly higher among Asian countries than among non-Asian countries. In specific, a significant 'digital divide' is found to exist between the five more progressive countries of the region (Japan and the four Asian NIEs) and the other seven developing Asian countries. Policy implications of the findings for the Asian countries are highlighted.
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SeifallahSassia and Mohamed Goaieda, (2013) , "Financial development, ICT diffusion and economic growth: Lessons from MENA region" investigates the interaction between financial development and ICT Diffusion to test whether the impact of financial development on growth is strengthened by better ICT infrastructure. Finally, the interaction between ICT penetration and financial development is examined to be positive and significant in the growth regression. This implies that economies in Mena region can benefit from financial development only once a threshold of ICT development is reached. 3 
Jan van Dijk and Kenneth Hacker, (2003), "The Digital Divide as a Complex and Dynamic
Phenomenon" study shows that differential access of skills and usage is likely to increase. The growth of a usage gap is projected. The usage gap is related to the evolution of the information and network society. Finally, they have discussed policy perspectives. 4 Anand Chopra, "Bridging India's Digital Divide: Some Policy and Technological Options" tests and explains two hypotheses, one stating that by removing government monopoly, liberalizing and delicensing the telecom sector would help the brisk dissemination of ICT in rural areas and the other stating that by the coordination of stakeholders like government, industry, civil society and community in establishing Internet kiosks to villages would help the brisk dissemination of ICT in rural areas and found that both the hypotheses are strongly supported as a result of the analysis of these interviews. 5 Nair Prema P and Mathiyalagan N, (2008) , "Revamping organizations through ICT rat race at workplace", examined into the computer usage pattern and intensity, to deliberate on issues that go beyond describing the digital divide to analyzing digital inequality from Coimbatore, a district in Tamil Nadu. 6 
Simone Cecchini and Christopher Scott, (2003), "Can information and communications technology applications contribute to poverty reduction?
Lessons from rural India", explains that the Information and Communications Technology (ICT) can decrease poverty by improving poor people's access to education, health, government and financial. It is flawless that in rural India as well as in much of the developing world-realization of this potential is not guaranteed. This paper sketches a simple model to explain why a digital divide may exist between rich and poor. Low-cost access to information infrastructure is a necessary precondition for the successful use of ICT by the poor, but it is not sufficient. 7 
Best, Michael L .and Kumar, Rajendra, (2008), "Sustainability Failures of Rural Telecenters:
Challenges from the Sustainable Access in Rural India (SARI)", examined longitudinally an ICT for a development project in rural India, closely watching activities and surveying users at as many as 100 Internet facilities in more than 50 different villages. The Sustainable Access in Rural India (SARI) project in Tamil Nadu, India, enjoyed many successes. Finally, telecenters that were owned by individuals with prior training in computers, or that had a separate trained operator, remained operational for a longer period. 8 Christopher Blattman , Robert Jensen & Raul Roman(2002) , "Assessing the Need and Potential of Community Networking for Development in Rural India", explains the results and conclusions of a mixed-methods research strategy designed to evaluate the potential of community networking in rural Tamil Nadu, India. The article determines by stating the importance of basic communication technologies and contextually relevant information services, and suggesting recommendations for future research in this area.  The production and use of specific contents adapted to the needs of the diverse segments of the population. While first the two criteria refer to passive dimensions of Internet access, the last three dimensions define areas of potential active appropriation."
Rural Development:
Rural Development refers to process of improving or uplifting the living conditions of the people living in rural areas. The ways and means of rural development: 
TELEDENSITY DIVIDE
The important reason for the constant gap between rural and urban areas in a country is telecommunications infrastructure gap, which results in the information gap between the rural and urban areas. Even though there is an increase in the rural teledensity, the difference between the urban teledensity and rural teledensity exists consistently. Thus the table below indicates the differences. 
Table2. Rural Teledensity
INTERNET DIVIDE
In India, Internet came in the early 1990's, Videsh Sanchar Nigam Limited (VSNL) a first Dial up connection was introduced in India in six cities in 1995. Internet service providers were given lot of opportunities by National Telecom Policy 1999 for many small and large Internet service providers, which resulted in improvement of services and decline in price. 
Table3. Internet Penetration in India
YEAR
INTERNET USAGE PICKS UP IN RURAL INDIA
A Boston Consulting Group study says that at present 120 million Indian living is connected to Internet and by 2020; about 315 million Indians living in rural areas will be connected to the Internet. That's about 36% of the country's total online population. The above table 4 says about 36% of the country's total online population. Currently Boston Consulting Group titled "The Rising Connected Consumer in Rural India" study noted that 70% of the Internet users living in rural areas. Until recently the Internet User in India is shifting rapidly with rural India progressively more getting hooked to the Internet since nearly 2/3rd of India's population live in rural areas, 2/3rd of India's Internet users resides in urban areas. As per an IAMAI and IMRB research, there has been a 93% year on year rise in rural mobile Internet users. However, in spite of recent growth, data market in the rural areas continues to remain largely untapped with only 13% Internet penetration, compared to 58% urban Internet penetration. As Internet penetration in rural India increases, the next wave of growth will be driven rise of rural data customers, whose first data experience will be through Smart phones. This segment will contribute to 70% of incremental customer case over the next two years. This services use backend data support system, which is inbuilt into the overall Management Information System. KCC allows the farmers to have direct discussions with the experts of subjects who are able to analyze the problem effectively and provide the solution directly. In case the operator at the Call Centre is not able to address the farmer's query, instantly the call will be forwarded to agricultural specialists. This would be superior effort made by the Govt. of India to bridge the gap between the right information resource and the user by the phone .2122
Table4. Internet Usage Picks Up In Rural India
STATE-WISE ICT DIFFUSION
RURAL INTERNET USERS
Life Line India
To create a digital inclusion programme, the Life Lines India service was born of a dream launched in November 2006, which would make a real difference to people who live in rural India by improving their access to technology and information, and narrowing the digital divide for them. The Life Lines India service was launched, as a novel ICT-led help line, under the founder partnership of British Telecom, Cisco Systems and One World. The programme commenced with strategic objectives to:
 To Increase livelihood and income opportunities for rural communities through access to key decisive information
